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Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR §1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the reference(s) listed on the attached Form PTO/SB/08a. Unless otherwise indicated 
herein, one copy of each reference is attached. No copies of U.S. patents or U.S. patent application 
publications are attached. 37 CFR § 1 ,98(a)(2)(ii). It is respectfully requested that the information 
be expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the reference(s) be made 
of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. No 
representation is made that the reference(s) is/are prior art with respect to this application. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months of the filing date 
of a national application other than a CPA under 37 CFR § 1.53(d), within three months of the date 
of entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 CFR § 1.491 in an international application, before 
the mailing of a first Office Action on the merits, or before the mailing of a first Office Action after 
the filing of an RCE under 3 7 CFR § 1.114. No certification or fee is required. 37 CFR § 1.97(b). 



U.S. National Stage of PCT/EP2005/003162 

Attorney Docket No. Bl 180/20057 

IDS Certification Statement dated August 30, 2006 



English-language Abstracts of the non-English language references DE 34 07 458 C2 and 
DE 196 00 896 Al are attached hereto. 

U.S. 5,048,300 is an English-language counterpart of DE 40 12 600 C2. 
U.S. 5,309,981 is an English-language counterpart of DE 41 16 500 C2. 
U.S. 5,601,143 is an English-language counterpart of DE 44 06 145 C2. 
U.S. 4,680,945 is an English-language counterpart of DE 35 17 518 Al. 

The reference(s) was/were cited in a counterpart foreign application. An English language 
version of the foreign search report is attached for the Examiner's information. 



Respectfully submitted, 



CAESAR, RIVISE, BERNSTEIN, 
COHEN & ^©KOTILOW, LTO. 




August 30, 2006 




David M. Tener 
Registration No. 37,054 
Customer No. 03000 



(215)567-2010 
Attorneys for Applicant(s) 
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